
Fr Ryan Homily – All Saints Day 11-1-22 

Read: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12a 

   So this feast today is just, it’s amazing. All Saints Day I think it’s one of the most 

beautiful days we have in the entire year in the church because we get to 

celebrate today all the people who made it. All the people who lived here like you 

and I are and are now in the glory of Heaven enjoying a peace and a fulfilment 

and a love that we can’t even begin to comprehend but which we are called to 

join them in one day. And that should fill us all with such great hope that you 

know whatever the Lord is asking you and I to carry right now, whatever this life 

may hand us, our destination is Heaven. We’re called to be there one day. And we 

look to the lives of the saints to inspire us, they help us, because they were so 

much more like us, they were so much more like you and I than often we realize. 

None of their lives were cookie cutter. None of their lives were easier than ours. 

They were not made from different stock or different material than any of us 

were, but they cooperated with God’s grace. And none of the saints were the 

same cause the problem can be that we think in our minds all the saints means all 

the same. And sometimes we have this idea all the saints just means all the same 

but of course different from me, different from ourselves. And the problem with 

that is not only is it just plain wrong that all the saints are just the same, it can 

actually lead us to a place of despair – to kinda give up. Because we put living as a 

saint, becoming a saint, out of reach for ourselves which is the opposite of what 

God wants for us. In fact there was this guy his name was Leon Bloy. Leon Bloy 

once said the only real tragedy in life, the only tragedy in life, is to get to the end 

and not have been a saint. That’s what we’re all called to. So we have to realize 

the purpose of our lives, the big ‘what’ of our lives is to live in such a way that this 

feast day is gonna be your feast day. That’s our call to live in such a way that one 

day with God’s help this feast day will be your feast day. And that does not mean 

necessarily that you have an s t period in front of your name, what it does mean is 

that we’re all called to be saints. We’re all called to be in Heaven; that that is the 

point of life. And if all the saints were all the same not only does that become 

bland and cookie cutter but it also seems completely impossible because I know 

myself and I’m not anything like those saints. Like I know myself and I’m not like 

the saints that I’ve read about. As much as I love them and can be inspired by 

them we have to realize this first of all today that none of the saints are the same, 



not one of them. They come from every background. They come from every race, 

every nationality, every ethnicity. There were some saints who were born poor, 

and they just lived their entire lives in poverty. And then there were some saints 

who were literally born into castles and were royalty their entire lives. There were 

some saints who were geniuses and some who never even learned how to read. 

There were some saints who were these incredible athletes and some saints who 

were physically broken. You have some saints who were literally former slaves 

and some saints who were former slave owners. Just like some of the saints that 

we all know like St Peter and St Paul, so different. You have Paul who was this 

hyper educated scholar of the law and you have Peter who was a fisherman, 

someone who worked with his hands who may not have learned how to read. 

Both of them are saints. You have to remember like St Mary Magdeline, scripture 

says that Jesus delivered seven demons from her and then you have Mary the 

Blessed Mother who was conceived without sin. That’s quite a difference but 

both are saints. Some saints were monks or nuns; some saints got married and 

had ten kids. One of the saints Francis de Sales he said this when asked what is a 

saint, he said it’s simple – be who you are and be that well. Be who God made you 

to be and do it well, that’s what a saint is. Or our Holy Father Pope Francis, I really 

like the image that he uses. He says we can compare the saints to the church 

windows which allow light to enter in different shades of color. The saints are our 

brothers and sisters who have welcomed the light of God in their heart and have 

passed it on to the world each according to his or her own hue. But they are all 

transparent. They fought to remove the stains and the darkness of sin so as to 

enable the gentle light of God to pass through. This is life’s purpose to enable 

God’s light to pass through. It is the purpose of our life too. So it’s like the Pope is 

saying God has designed you so that when His light, His grace, His love, it enters 

your soul it’s going to do something in you that it’s not going to do in anyone else. 

It’s gonna do something in the world if you allow it too that it won’t do through 

anybody else. Now obviously those saints and all the saints have a lot of things in 

common too don’t they? Like Jesus is the center of their life. That’s one thing all 

the saints had in common. Everyone of the saints made the sacraments the heart 

of their lives. Every one of the saints made time for prayer in their days. Every one 

of the saints had the Eucharist as the source and summon of their lives. Every one 

of them knew that they were loved by God, a child of His, a son or daughter. So 

they had those things in common. Or we could sum it up like this and say all the 



saints gave their lives to Jesus. They became His but what Jesus did with their lives 

was very different. Our second reading today tells us we know that when the time 

is revealed we shall be like Him. We’re gonna be like Jesus. And then it tells us 

everyone who has this hope, based on Him, makes himself pure as He is pure. 

Which is a way of saying we become Holy because Jesus is Holy. We become like 

Him because what is holiness? It’s making oneself like Jesus. So that has to be our 

desire, that we want to be a saint, that we want to become like Jesus. Do you 

want to be the people who when others look at us they see Jesus because that’s 

the point. That’s the call. That’s the call for you and that’s the call for me every 

day. And all of the saints are not all the same. So don’t short circuit God’s efforts 

to raise you to holiness each in your own way. This is the last thing real quick. I 

heard this story recently about this village that was next to a monastery. And all 

of the villagers wanted to know what was life in the monastery like because it was 

intriguing to them, but it was also mysterious. The way they lived they assumed 

was this much higher, loftier life the way that the monks lived. And so finally one 

of the villagers works up the courage to go and ask one of the monks. He says 

what do you do all day? What is life like in your monastery? How do you spend 

your days and your nights? And the monk looks back at him and he thinks about it 

for a moment, and he said well, we fall down and get back up. And then we fall 

back down, and then we get back up. And then we fall back down again and then 

we get back up again. And to be able to say that yeah I know that about myself 

too. Like if any of us are going to be honest that’s our story too. Like what did you 

do on Monday? Well, I fell down and I just stayed down! Okay, no. That would be 

short circuiting what God wants to do. We fall down and we get back up. And any 

one of the saints who are in Heaven could look back at their own lives and say 

yeah that’s where I fell down, that’s where I got back up. That’s where I fell down 

again, and I got back up again. It’s the same thing you and I do every day. Yeah I 

fell down, but I got back up. Because being a saint is not the mysterious thing we 

make it, it really isn’t. Neither is holiness. What it is is putting Jesus at the center 

of our lives. And when we’re not perfect at doing that, and none of the saints 

were, when we fall down we just let Jesus help us get back up again all the way to 

Heaven. So that one day this feast day is gonna be your feast day. 

Amen 


